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AICTAL  REPORT  0?  THE  MEDICAL  QB?T  CSH  OF  HEALTH.  ■■■  '  ‘ 

For  the  Urban  District  of  Little  Lover,  . 

for  the  year  1941 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  o,;1  lire 

Little  Lever'  Urban  ^l^rlcVT^ornoli 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  approval 
my  Report  a3  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  on  the  .health 
and  sanitary  conditions  o:f  Little  Lever  fcr  the  year 
ended  December  31st  1941  • 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the.  Area. 

The  area  of  the  township  is  808  acres.  The...  . . 

estimated  population  is  4, 4^4  as  against  41944  In  the 
1931  censu s*  There  are  1,543  inhabited  houses  in  the  - 
area  as  against  1,525  in  1940,  and  1,429  in  the  1931 
census.  This  gives  a  rate  of  about  three  persons  per 
house.  The  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  £19,842, 
and  the  sum.  repre  sente  d  by  a  penny  rate  is  £79*5372. 

Social  conditions  are  reasonably  good.  There  is  little 
or  no  unemployment.  The  district  is  largely  industrial 
in  character,  the  chief  Industries  being  coal -mining, 
co tt on  .weaving,  paper- mah  ing  ,  ebonit e  manuf  acturi  ng, 
chemical  manufacturing,  and  dairy- farming. 

Births . 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  1941  was 
oO,  tliis  being  the  same  as  the  figure  for  194° •  This 
figure  is  made  up.  of  23  males  (4  Illegitimate)  and  37 
females  (l  illegitimate).  The  birth  rate  is  13*4  per 
1,000  of  population,  as  against  13*2  for  194°  and  a 
mean  rate  of  13*9  for  the  previous  five  years.  The 
birth  rate  for  England’  and  Wales  for  1941  was  14*2. 

Still-Births . 

The  number  of  still- births  in  1941  was  5  (4  maids 
and  1  female),  and  is  equal  to  a  rate  of  76  pei*  1,000 
of  total  births,  as  against  32  in  1940.  • - 

Peat  hs . 

The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  in  1941  was 
47  (18  males  and  29  females). 

This  is  a  decrease  of  7  on  the  figure  for  194°. 

The  death  rate  for  1941  is  10. 5  per  1,000  of  population, 
as  against  11.9  Tor  1940  and  a  mean  rate  of  1 3*2, for. the 
previous  five  years.  The  death  rate  for  England  "and 
Wales  in  1941  was  12.9. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year, 
in  1941  was  2,  both  males.  Tills  is  t lie -same  ‘'as"th§_  ■ 

figure  for  1940,.  and  gives  a  rate  of.  33  Per "1/000  of  live 
births.  The  rate  for  1940  was  33,  and  the  mean  rate 
for  the  previous  five  years  is  54*  '’The  Infantile 
Mortality  Hate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1941  was  59. 

Mat  ernal  Mq  rt a  li  t y . 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  1941,  thus  giving 
a  nil  rate  per  1,000  of  live  births,  the  ^same  as  in  194°. 
Tliis  gives  a  mean  rate  of  5*'38  for  the  previous  five 
years.  The  Maternal  Mortality  Hate  for-  England  and  Wales 

J.  ~1~ 


in  1941  was  2.23  per  1,000  of  total  births. 


Tuberoulosi s. 

Mew  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1941 


New  Cases 

■  Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

■  •  Non- Re  sp. 

Respiratory 

Non 

~  ^  f  _ 

Year  s 

M  ' 

F 

M  ' 
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r>i . 

V 

J 

F  .  .  .. 

0  to  1 

1  to  5 

r 
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1 

.   .  j 

' 
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1 
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1 
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^he  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 
System  in  194-1  was  0.44  per  1,00.0  of  population,  as  against 
0.22  in  194°,  and  a  mean  rate,, of  0,46  for  the 'previous  five 
years.  ' 

' '  y  , 

Midwifery  Services.  ■J:.‘ ■  ,1  ■' 

rrrrr-  r  •  V  J  . .  ** 

f  %A  •  •  »  •  •»  .  A  .  ’ 

There  are  no"  resident  midwives  in  the  district. 

Three  midwives  on  the  County  Council  list  of  midwives 
engaged  by  the  County 'Council,  reside  in  Farnworth  and  are 
available  for  the  Little  Lever  area.  All  three  are 
readily  accessible  as  they  are  on  the  telephone  and  have 
cars.  No  difficulties  have  been  encountered  in  obtaining 
their  help  when  lequir  ed,  and  they  have  all  given  very  ' 
efficient  service  to  the  district. 

A  small  number  of  cases  was  admitted  to  Townie ys 
Hospital,  Farnworth,  but  the.  number  was  much  less  than, 
in  pre-war  days.  ■  ■/ 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  District, 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

Situation 

Provided  by 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Tuberculosis  1  -  '• 

School  Clinics 

Ven  ex  caLDis  eases 

Little  Lever 
Farnworth 
Little  Lever 
Bolton 

Lancs.  C,  C, 

11  11 

11  it 

i>  11 

Infectious  Diseases.  • 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 
.notified  during  19415- 


sease 

'  Male  s 

‘Female  s 

‘Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

-  ■  .3 

Diphtheria 

2 

4 

6 

Measles 

4 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

20. 

2$ 

45 

Acute  Pneumonia 

4 

•'  Nil 

4 

.  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Nil  . 

,  'I 

l 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

‘  1*  i. 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

Nil 

1 

1 

Totals 

. . . 

_ 4P. . . 

_ 14 _ _ 

Causes  of  Death 


The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all  causes 

during  194  Is- 


i 

Cause  of  Death 

ha  1  e  s 

Females 

T  0  tHl 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

1 

Nil 

1 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
system 

Nil 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  Uterus 

Nil 

3 

3 

Cancer  of  Stomach  &  Duodenum 

Nil 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Bceast 

Nil 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

1; 

✓ 

Nil 

5 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesious 

Mil 

1 

1 

Heart  Disease 

A 

12 

16 

Br  on chit i s 

i 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

Nil 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

1 

Nil 

1 

Othe  r  Di g e  st ive  Dis  ea s e 3 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nephriti s 

1 

Nil 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

Nil 

i 

Other  Violent  Causes 

1 

Nil 

1 

All  other  causes 

1  2 

5. 

. . .  1  ... 

Totals 

1 

i 

co 

H 

29 

1  ...  47.  -  . 

Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease. 

There  were  11  deaths  from  Cancer  and  malignant  Disease 
in  1941  i-’  This  gives  a  death  rate  of  2.4 $  per  1,000  of 
population,  as  against  O.44  in  194°;  and'-  a  mean  rate  of  I.40 
for  the  previous  five  years. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1941. 


Di sease 

Total  cases 

noti  fied 

Cases  sent 
•  to 

Hospi tal 

Death  s 

in 

Hospital 

Total 

death k 

.  A 

J  •  * 

Scarlet  Fever 

/* 

0 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Diphth  eria 

0 

6 

1 

1 

Measle  3 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

4o 

Nil 

Nil 

Ni'i 

Acute  Pneumonia 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

l 

1 

1 

1 

C  er  ebro-  Spinal  Fe  ver 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

Nil 

!  . 

Nil 

....  .  ..... 

Nil 

Totals 

!  7  A 

i  9 

I  3 

.  3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  1941* 
District  Nursing  Association. 

The  District  Nursing  Association  employs  one  Nurse 
and  is  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association.  The 
members  of  the  Committee  tahe  a  lively  Interest  in  the 
working  o’f  the  Association  and  have  been  well  supported  by 
the  general  public.  The  Nurse  has',  as  usual,  done  her  work 
in  a  most  efficient  manner  and  has  given  really  devoted 
service, 

-3~ 


Hos  mi  t  al  Ac  go  mmo  da  tic  n . 


The  Council  have  an  agreement  wl. in  tlx  Bury  ..uid 
District  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  the  reception  mid  fro 
of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases.  Bade  are  available, 
re  qui  rad,  at  t  he  f o  1 1  o  wing  Ins  t.l  tut  ions  : - 


arm 

ct  ft 


it 


Small-pox  Hospital,  Ainsworth 


for  cases  of  , tfma  li. ••  po  • 


Florence  Nightingale  Hospital  for  other  infect iou-i 

Puty/T  ~  diseases. 

Both  Hospitals  are  controlled  by  the  Bury  and  District 
Joint  Hospital  Board,  and  the  retaining  fees  paya  ie  by  the 
Council  are:- 

Sma  11-pox  **  £20  per  annum. 

Other  Diseases  -  £25  per  annum. 


An  Ambulance  Is  provided  by  the  Joint  Board  for  the 
conveyance  to  the  hospitals  of  patients  suffering  from 
Infectious  Diseases. 

l 

Voluntary  Hospitals  Arrangements. 

The  Council  subscribe  the  following  amounts 

Bolton  Royal  Infirmary  -  £10.10.  0  per  annum 


Manchester  &  Salford  Medical 

Charities  ~  £3°*  0,  0  n  '  w 

Little  Lever  District  Nursing  -  £13.13*  0  u  K 

Assoc iati  on 

The  Council  have  an  agreement  with  the  Borough  of 
Far n worth  whereby  the  latter  provide,  an  ambulance  for  conveying 
patients  from  the  di  strict  to  the  various  hospitals* 

Adoptive  Acts  in  Force. >  •  '  ‘  . 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Ac't)l8$>0.  Part  4» 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act)  1907.'  Parts  2  and  4* 

Public  Health  Acts,  .  1925-.>  ?Art.  .2 ,  except  Sections  22  and  25* 

San i t a r y  Ac commodat ion.  ..  ...  ...  * 

The  types  of  Sanitary  Accommodation,  with  the  number 
of  each  type  at  the  end  of  1941  were  as  follows 


Privy  Middens  ..  -  17 

Closets  attached  to  these  Middens  -  24 

Pail  Closets  —  4 

Waste  Water  Closets  —  99 

Freeh  Water  Closets  -145^ 

Movable  Ashbins  for  Refuse  -1443 

Dry  Ashpit s  ( excluding  Middens)  -  '4o 

Number  of  Houses  on  Water  Carriage  system  -lpll 


Owing  to  the  indefinite  postponement  of  all  Slum 
Clearance  Schemes,  there  have  been  no  conversions  of  privy 
middens  during  1941.  The  Council  do  not  contribute  to  the 
cost  of  conversions,  and  property  owners  have  invariably 
carried  out  the  desires  of  the  Council  without  any  trouble. 
The  sewers  in  the  back  streets  are  laid  under  Private  Street 
Works,  and  conversions  are  carried  out  under  Section  36  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  l875»  -  '«• 


The  number  of  premises  visited  during  1941  Tar  tine 
purpose  of  sanitary-  inspections  was  2;>y  -and  the  number  of 
nuisances  discovered  was  20.  The  number- of  r.ui. sanoo s 
abated  during  1941  w~s  el.  Informal  notices  to'  the 
extent  of  23  were  issued  during  the  year.  No  statutory 
notices  were  required, 

bakehouses,  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  all  been 
periodically  inspected  and  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 

Factories  and.  workshops  have  also  been  periodically 
Inspected  and  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

Water  Supply.  ...  *4 

*  '  *  ;•  ^  ;  t  * 

The  water  supply  is  from  the  Irwell  Valley  Water 
Board's  mains,  a.hd  is  constant.  All  houses  are  directly 
connected,  the  number  of  houses,  with  piped  supplies  being 
1,543*  No  extensions  were  carried  out  in  194-1  • 

S  e wag*  e  Pi  sp  o  sal . 

The  method  of  sewage  disposal  during  1941  Mas 
again  been  quite  satisfactory.  Sewage  is  treated  by 
settlement  tanks  and  by  percolating  filters.  There  have 
been  no  extons  ions  during  the  year.  The -Mersey  and  Irwell 
Joint  Committee's  Inspectors  have  tested  the  effluent  from 
time  to  time  during  the  year,  and  have  made  no  complaints. 
One  area,  Leadbeater  Fold,  is  without  a  proper  drainage 
system,  but  is  scheduled  under  a  Clearance  Order  and  will 
be  dealt  with  as  soon  as  conditions  allow  of  this  to  be 
done . 

The  flushing  of  sowers  and  cleaning  of  manholes 
has  been  carried  out  periodically.  ■  ' 

The  arrangements  for  scavenging  and  removal  of 
house  refuse  have  wo  iked  quite  well  during  the  year.  A 
covered  wagon  collects  house  refuse  once  a  week  and  refuse 
from  privy  closets  once  a  fortnight.  The  refuse  is 
disposed  of  by  tipping  on  waste  land. 

9m  oke  Aba  te  m  ent . 

The  Council  are  members  of  the  Manchester  Regional 
Smoke  Abatement  Committee.  The  time  limit  for  the 
emission  of  black  smoke  is  two  minutes  per  hour.  There 
are  15  factory  and  works'  chimneys  in  the  district.  Owing 
to  War  conditions,  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  take 
observations  as  frequently  as  in  normal  times,  but  no 
serious  infringements  of  the  regulations  were  noted,  and 
no  legal  proceedings  were  required. 

Shops.  V  • 


Shops  wer  e  inspected  from  time  to  time  during  the 
year,  but  no  action  was  necessary  in  any  case. 


Housing. 


In  consequence  of  war  conditions, 
were  erected  during  1941- 


no  new ''houses 


Numb  e: 


'  of 

Houses  owned  by  the  Loor.j  A 

crthoTity^ 

1. 

Under  1919  Scheme. 

L  > 

2. 

Under  Housing  Act  1923. 

11 

3* 

Under  Housing  Act  1924* 

.1.  n  c. 

4. 

2 re  c  t e  d  duri  ng  19  36  <, 

>-h 

5. 

Er e  c  t e  d  dur i ng  19  37 • 

0, 

Erected  during  19  3&. 

Total 


V  4  ') 

.Thhh , 


IIou  cl  ng  Condi tl o  no 


the 
are 
The 
and 
to  he 


the  whole,  and. 


Housing  conditions  are  good  on 
general  a  tan  da  I’d  of  the  houses  is  a  factory.  There 
about  200  houses  which  fall  below  the  general  standard, 
chief  defects  are  dampness?  low  ceilings,  old  age, 
absence  of  bathrooms.  There  is  now  no  overcrowding 
found.  A  housing  scheme  of  2 6  houses  would  have 


been  commenced  in  1939  for  the  purpose  of  re-housing 
tenants  whose  houses  had  been  included  in  Clearance  Areas. 


Unfortunately,  the  war  prevented  this  scheme  from  g  oing 
on,  and  as  a  result,  many  of  the  condemned  houses  are 
still  tenanted. 


Town  Planning. 


The  Council  are  members  of  the  Bolton  and 
District  Regional  Planning  Committee,  and  representatives 
from  the  Council  attend  the  meetings  and  work  in  close 
collaboration  with  the  Committee,  whilst  the  Council 
carries  out,  as  far  as  possible,  the  recommendations  of 
the  Commit te-e. 

«#  . . 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are.  eight  dairy  farms  in  the  district  with 
about  135  cows  between  them,  AH  tho  farms  have  been 
periodically  inspected  and  have  oeen  found  t  0  be  in  a 
clean  condition.  Owing  to  being  without  a  Sanitary 
Inspector,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  take  samples  of 
milk  for  bacteriological  examination. 


Moat  and.  Other  Foods, 

There  are  no  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  all 
slaughtering  being  carried  out  in  abattoirs  in  the 
neighbouring  district  a.  Frequent  inspections  of  the 
butchers*  shops  and  other  shops  for  the  sale  of  foodstuffs 
were  made  during  the  year,  and  all  were  found  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  state. 

Disinfection. 


The  number  of  houses  disinfected  after  infectious 
diseases  was  14.  The  method  used  is  Formic  Aldehyde  in 
the  sealed  room  of  the  house. 

Public  Health  Laboratory. 


During  1941,  twelve  swabs  from  suspected  cases  of 
Diphtheria  were  sent  for  examination  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Manchester.  Of  these,  four  were  found  to  be 
positive. 


Dl  -q  lithe  rla  I  mrnuni  s  a  tl  0  n . 

The  campaign  launched  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  supported,  by  Local  Authorities  for  the  immunisation  of 
children  against  Diphtheria  was  not  outstandingly  successful 
in  this  district,  the  majority  of  parents  being  far  too 


apathetic  about  the  dangers  from  this  disease.  In  all., 
238  children  were  immunised  during  the  ;year.  Or  these, 
76  were  pre-school  children,  and  lbs.  wore  of  school  agn„ 
The  immunisations  are  done  by  ’die  Medical  Praotii Loner,-; 
in  the  district,  the  prophylactic  used  being  Alum 
Precipita ted_  Toxoid,  supplied  by  the  Public  Health 
Labor  a tory ,  Mancha s  ter . 

General  Observations, 


The  general  h e-elt h  of  the  di  strict  during  194-1 
was  reasonably  good.  The  birth  rate  is  still  belo.w  that 
for  England  and  Wales  (13*4  against  14«2)  but  the  death 
rate  is  better  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (l0.5 
against  12.9). 

There  was  no  real  epidemic  during  the  year, 

Whooping  Cough  accounting  for  most  of  the  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases.  Most  of  these  cases  were  a  s equal  to  Measles 
in  tlie  previous  year.  Of  the  six  Diphtheria  oases,  one 
proved,  fatal.  It  i  s  worth  recording  that  all  were  of 
school  age,  and.  that  none  had  been  immunised. 

As  in  194.O,  no  progress  could  be  made  in  the  matter 
of  sanitary  improvements  and  in  improvement  of  housing 
conditions. 

The  stress  and  strain  of  the  War  with  its  rationing 
and  long  hours  of  work,  coupled  with  many  physical 
and  mental  discomforts,  appears  to  have  produced  nothing 
more  tangible  than  the  traditional  grumbling  of  the  average 
Britisher.  Certainly  there  has  been  no  concret  e  e  vldence 
of  a  deterioration  in  the  general  health  of  the  district, 
and  no  cases  of  under  nourishment  have  ccme  to  light.  The 
children  of  the  district  keep  up  their  good  school 
attendance  figures  and  seem  to  be  quite  unaffected  by  the 
War. 


Modern,  low-rental  cottages  are  still  the  chief  need 
of  the  district,  together  with  the  demolition  of  a  number 
of  houses  under  Clearance  Orders. 

The  facilities  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  the 
form  of  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres,  have  again  proved 
most  useful,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  in 
particular  having  proved  a  great  boon  to  the  district. 

The  Bowling  Green  and  Playing  Field  once  mere  have 
been  well  patronised  by  adults  and  children,  but  War 
economy  has  unfortunately  prevented  certain  maintenance 
and  improvement  work  being  carried  out,  which  would 
undoubtedly  have  made  the  area  an  object  of  at  ill  greater 
appeal  and  delight  to  the  inhabitants. 

W.  MOTT ERSH SAD.  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


22nd  February  1943* 
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